OFFICIAL PERSECUTION

DBBARY years of tribulations in office followed. Count
Stadion, Qvillpam^'s enlightened chief and patron, was
dead, and tho now minister of finance, though considerate
to every one O!HO, conceived, as the hypochondriacal poet
thought, a peculiar dislike toward him. Even certain
small perquisites of office, justly due him, were withheld
from him, ostensibly because his loyalty was not above
suspicion. IIo was reproached with having been a mem-
bor of tho T/udlamfl-IIohle, a harmless society of literary
men, musicians and artists, which several years previously
had acquired a certain mysterious celebrity, inasmuch as
at its gatherings tho assembled wits were supposed to
vont their indignation, oven if in cautiously veiled lan-
guage, agamBt tho powers in church and state. The
director of the Vienna police, anxious to ingratiate him-
self with his superiors, one day dispersed the gathering
and confiscated all the documents found at the festive
board. The next morning policemen appeared in the
private rooms of tho members, seized all their papers, and
placed tho imruitoH under arrest. For twenty-four hours
Grillparzor was not even allowed to eat his meals without
police supervision. Although the higher authorities were
made to see the absurdity of the police director's zeal, and
cancelled the sentence pronounced by him against the pub- of the Burg-
